
 

Preliminary Syllabus  

CE 2326 – Engineering Economy  
 

Course Description 

This course covers the basics of economic analysis from an engineering perspective.  Because 

cost is such an important component in decision-making, various techniques for comparing 

alternatives on an economic basis are presented.  Other topics include depreciation, inflation 

considerations, cost estimating, and sensitivity analysis.  After completing the course, the student 

should be able to conduct an accurate economic analysis of various engineering alternatives. 

 

Textbook Information 

 

Required Text:  Basics of Engineering Economy, 3rd ed. 

Authors:  L.T. Blank and A.J. Tarquin 

 

Organization and Method of Instruction 
 

This course will be conducted using a semi-self-paced format. In self-paced instruction, there 

are no scheduled classes. Instead, complete course materials are available (see next section) 

as soon as the course begins. The learner proceeds from one topic or segment to the next at 

their own speed. Assignments and exams do not have explicit start or due dates, but there is a 

minimum advancement rate required to ensure that students do not fall too far behind (see 

Table 2 in Testing section below). On the other hand, the course can be completed at any 

time before the end of the semester. Note: Failure to keep up with the minimum advancement 

rate will result in you being dropped for non-participation.           

 

Study Materials for Your Use 

There are several resources available for you to study in preparation for your tests. The most 

obvious one is the ebook (or textbook). Chapters 1 thru 12 will be covered in this course, with 

the exception of the sections identified in the Table 1 below (i.e. they will not be covered on the 

exams). 

   Table 1 – Chapter Covered in Course 

       Chapter 1 - (skip Secs 1.8 & 1.9)  

       Chapter 2 - (skip Sec 2.5) 

       Chapter 3 - (skip Secs 3.6 & 3.7)  

       Chapter 4 - (skip Sec 4.6) 

       Chapter 5 - (skip Sec 5.4) 



       Chapter 6 - (skip Secs 6.7 & 6.8)  

       Chapter 7 - (skip Sec 7.5) 

       Chapter 8 - (skip Sec 8.6, 8.7, & 8.8) 

       Chapter 9 - (skip Sec 9.5)  

       Chapter 10 - (skip Sec 10.5) 

       Chapter 11 - (skip Sec 11.7) 

       Chapter 12 - (skip Secs 12.5, 12.6, & 12.7, but not 12.8)  

         
          

In conjunction with the ebook or textbook, there are 12 classroom-type lectures that are recorded 

and are available for you to review. The lectures go over the material in each section of the 

chapters that will be covered on the tests.     

In addition to the classroom-type lectures, there are 12 classroom-type problem sessions that are 

recorded. In these problem sessions, I go over problems that involve the types of calculations 

that you will have to make in solving problems during the exams.        

Besides the recorded videos, there is a website that I created specifically for self-paced 

instruction (see website URL below). That site contains a wealth of information, including short 

tutorial summaries of each section (i.e. two to three sentences), PowerPoint slides for each 

section, sample problems (with solutions) in each section, multiple choice practice quizzes in 

each section (with solutions), and multiple choice practice chapter quizzes for each chapter (with 

solutions).  

The website also has a section titled “Old Exam Problems” that contains over 400 problems from 

previous exams that I had given. The solutions to most of the problems are provided. There is 

another section titled “Student Problems” that contains approximately 200 multiple choice 

problems (with solutions) that were made up by students in some of my previous classes. 

You can gain access to the website by typing the following URL into a web browser and then 

entering the Username and Password shown below it. 

http://engineering.utep.edu/enge/ie3326.htm 

Username: iluvit 

Password: 2ez4me 

 

The website was created several years ago from a different version of the Engineering Economy 

book, so the chapter numbers referenced in the website are different from those in the current 

edition of the engineering economy book. Therefore, I have created the reference table below 

that shows where the material from the current book is located on the website. 

 

 

 

 



Relationship between Current Textbook Chapters vs. Website Chapter IDs 

 

        Current Textbook  

               Chapter                Website Chapter(s) 

1                          1 

                                 2                         2 & 3 

                                 3                           4 

4                         5 

                                               5                            6 

                                6                       7 & 8 

                                7                            9 

                                8                             13 

                                9                             11 

                               10                            14 

                               11                             15 

                               12                                       16 

 

  Testing 

Testing will be done only on-campus, with each test covering three chapters, so there will be a 

total of 4 exams. Tests will have a time limit of 60 minutes. The tests will be available only on 

Tuesdays or Wednesdays, beginning at 7:00 AM, 8:00 AM or 9:00 AM, with a limit of 5 students 

in any of the time slots. If you cannot take a test at one of the days/times mentioned above, you 

cannot be in this section of the Engineering Economy course. You should drop it now. In order 

to reserve a testing time slot, you will have to email me (atarquin@utep.edu) with a copy to Hans 

Boenisch (boenisch@utep.edu) at least 24 hours in advance to see if the time slot you want is 

available (i.e. not already full), so plan your test dates/times well in advance. In the email, state 

the test number you want to take (i.e. 1, 2, 3, or 4) 

A minimum advancement rate is required as shown in Table 2 below. Failure to complete any 

combination of homework and/or tests totaling three by the specified completion date will result 

in you being dropped from the course for non-participation.  

                                        

Test No.

Test Covers 

Chapters

Test & Homework 

must be completed 

by this date

1 1, 2, & 3 Sept 10

2 4, 5, & 6 Oct 8

3 7, 8, & 9 Nov 4

4 10, 11, & 12 Dec 2

Table 2 - Testing & Homework

mailto:atarquin@utep.edu
mailto:boenisch@utep.edu


 Method of Evaluation  

 

The final grade will be determined from the averages of the homework and the comprehensive 

exams. The homework associated with each chapter will be available on the McGraw-Hill 

website known as Connect (See How to Register for McGraw Hill Website below). The 

homework must be completed and submitted before taking a test as shown in Table 2. The 

homework average will constitute 30% of the grade, with the exam average counting 70%, in 

accordance with the ranges shown in Table 3 below. 

 

                                      Table 3 – Grade Determination 

 

Final Average, %       Course Grade  

 

> 85 --------------------------------------------------------------------------  A 

75-84 -------------------------------------------------------------------------  B 

65-74 -------------------------------------------------------------------------  C 

55-64 -------------------------------------------------------------------------  D 

<55    -------------------------------------------------------------------------  F 

 

How to Register for McGraw Hill Website  

 In order to be able to do the homework assignments and access the Engineering Economy ebook, 

you will have to purchase access to the McGraw Hill website known as Connect. One place you 

can do that is through the UTEP bookstore (for $133.50, I believe). You will be given a code to 

register, and you will have to register for my course using the URL below [NOTE: I think you 

will be able to register directly at McGraw Hill (i.e. without going to the UTEP bookstore) using 

the same URL, and the cost will be only $100, and you won’t need the code.  

https://connect.mheducation.com/class/a-tarquin-fall-2021         

 

The following URL contains instructions from McGraw Hill for registering on their site (if you 

need them): Connect Student Registration Instructions 

 

After you have registered, you will have access to the ebook, homework, and other materials you 

may want to use. However, if you want a printed copy of the Engineering Economy textbook, 

you will have to purchase that separately. If you have any questions about the McGraw Hill 

website, you can contact them directly by phone at (800) 331-5094, or via email at 

https://mhedu.force.com/CXG/s/ContactUs 

 

 

 

http://video.mhhe.com/watch/s6TpaoS7po9i3osq1FzUkg
https://mhedu.force.com/CXG/s/ContactUs


COVID-19 Precautions 

Please stay home if you have been diagnosed with COVID-19 or are experiencing COVID-19 

symptoms. If you are feeling unwell, please let me know as soon as possible, so that we can 

work on appropriate accommodations. If you have tested positive for COVID-19, you are 

encouraged to report your results to covidaction@utep.edu, so that the Dean of Students Office 

can provide you with support and help with communication with your professors. The Student 

Health Center is equipped to provide COVID 19 testing.  

The Center for Disease Control and Prevention recommends that people in areas of substantial or 

high COVID-19 transmission wear face masks when indoors in groups of people. The best way 

that Miners can take care of Miners is to get the vaccine. If you still need the vaccine, it is widely 

available in the El Paso area, and will be available at no charge on campus during the first week 

of classes.  For more information about the current rates, testing, and vaccinations, please 

visit epstrong.org 

 

Center for Accommodations and Support Services (CASS) 

If you have a disability and need classroom accommodations, please contact The Center for 

Accommodations and Support Services (CASS) at 747-5148, or by email to cass@utep.edu, or 

visit their office located in UTEP Union East, Room 106. For additional information, please visit 

the CASS website at www.sa.utep.edu/cass. 

mailto:covidaction@utep.edu
https://www.epstrong.org/
https://www.epstrong.org/

